
History
While located in Dessau, the Bauhaus enjoyed its heyday. 
A small library was set up in Dessau after the Bauhaus 
had opened in 1926. After only eight years, though, the 
Bauhaus had to close, bowing to pressure from the Nati-
onal Socialists, who were opposed to the entire Bauhaus 
concept. Following its closure in Dessau, Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe re-established the Bauhaus in Berlin, as a school 
and only managed to keep it open for a few more months. 
Some of its students and lecturers made the move to 
Berlin and so did the still rather small library collection. In 
1933, the Bauhaus was forced to close for good, following 
massive pressure from the new National Socialist govern-
ment. There is no record as to what happened to the library 
collection following the closure. Through the acquisition of 
private collections and estates, only a few individual copies 
could be saved and finally established in their original loca-
tion in Dessau.
On occasion of its 50th anniversary, the Bauhaus building 
was restored in 1976 and made use of as a scientific and 
cultural centre. The library reopened in its original location 
in the Bauhaus’s north wing on 4 December 1986, as part 
of the 60th anniversary celebrations. Closing the gaps in 
the collection is an ongoing project, which is being realized 
through acquisitions from antiquarians.
Anhalt University’s Dessau campus opened in 1993. The 
libraries of both Anhalt University and Bauhaus were 
housed in the Bauhaus building. As the campus’s number 
of students and the library’s collection continued to grow, 
the university library had to move to bigger premises in 
close-by Jahnstraße. A continuous extension of its collec-
tion made the Bauhaus library face similar problems in its 
traditional location, but searching for an alternative location 
took longer than expected. Although a closer cooperation 
between Bauhaus Foundation and Anhalt University started 
in 2003, it was not before 2005 that an administrative 
agreement settled the cooperation of both institutions’ 
libraries under the same roof. The then vacant former 'Kauf-
halle mit Tanzcafé' was chosen to house both libraries. As 
the building is right next to the Bauhaus and Campus area, 
it was regarded as an ideal choice and consequently refur-
bished for its new purposes. As part of the international 
building exhibition IBA Stadtumbau, both libraries opened 
their doors to the public in 2010. 
Different functions and aims of their two funding bodies 
have not stood in the way of establishing and furthering a 
variety of common functions in the two libraries. The fact 
that both collections complement each other bears witness 
to this.

LIBRARIES AT 
THE BAUHAUS
Anhalt University of Applied Sciences 
University Library 
Dessau campus library

Bauhaus Dessau Foundation  
Library



Contact
Stiftung Bauhaus Dessau 
Bibliothek / Library 
Gropiusallee 34, 1st floor, 06846 Dessau-Roßlau

Phone: +49 (0)340 – 6508-216  
Email: bibliothek@bauhaus-dessau.de 
Internet: www.bauhaus-dessau.de

Opening times: 
Monday – Thursday: 9.30 – 17.00 hrs.  
Friday: 9.30 – 15.00 hrs.
Monday – Thursday: 9.30 – 15.00 hrs.*  
Friday: 9.30 – 13.00 hrs.*

* Please note changs in opening hours during  
   the semester break

Bauhaus Dessau  
Foundation Library

Our public research and reference library with histori-
cal and contemporary collections and our project docu-
mentation centre with a wide range of services collect 
working materials for the projects and supply literature 
and information to clients in the region and beyond.
The collections include books and specialist journals 
particularly on cities and urban design, architecture, 
landscape and environmental planning, but also on art, 
design, typography, graphics, photography, theatre, 
etc. Systematic documentation of our projects in 
studies, plans, strategies, drafts and records of events 
provides exhaustive information and accompanies the 
project development process. The collection of plans 
includes current designs, maps and topographical 
maps. 

Our services:

• free-of-charge use without registration
• free-of-charge scans to USB sticks, charged  

photocopies
• use of group study space (separate room)
• reference collections on current issues
• themed display cabinets on current Bauhaus  

exhibitions

At a glance
Charge for using the library: none

Collection: 33,000 books, 34 current journals, 
15,000 grey literature, 40,000 journal articles, press 
documentation on Bauhaus Dessau Foundation’s 
work and projects

Special collections: Bauhaus, architecture, urban 
design, stage, design

General use as: public library, non-lending library 
(excepting Bauhaus Dessau Foundation staff)

Facilities: 2 workstations (research), photocopies (€ 
0.10/copy), scanning (no charge)

Catalogues/research: GBV online database

Special offers: Our public research and reference 
library with historical and contemporary collections 
and our project documentation centre with a wide 
range of services collect working materials for the 
projects and supply literature and information to 
clients in the region and beyond.

The collections include books and specialist journals 
particularly on cities and urban design, architecture, 
landscape and environmental planning, but also 
on art, design, typography, graphics, photography, 
theatre, etc.

Accessible: yes

At a glance
Charge for using the library: none, inter-library loan 
charges apply

Collection: 385,000 items of textbooks, specialist 
literature, journals, standards, theses – of which appr. 
55,000 are held in Dessau, maps, e-books, e-journals 
and specialist databases

Special collections: Dessau campus library: architec-
ture, facility management, geo-information, design

This includes access to the collections of Köthen 
campus library (mechanical engineering, electrical and 
electronic engineering, industrial engineering, computer 
science, applied biosciences and process engineering) 
and of Bernburg campus library (agriculture, ecotropho-
logy, landscape development, economics).

Service: lending, databases, Online Public Access 
Catalogue (OPAC), information competence, inter-library 
loans, remote access, ISBN allocation for print, scan and 
online media, Digital University Library Saxony-Anhalt 
(Digitale Hochschulbibliothek Sachsen-Anhalt)

On-site services: search terminals, internet access, 
WLAN, RFID-self service, photocopies (€ 0.05), scan-
ning, printing, open access and research areas, individu-
al and group workspaces, separate group work room

Special offers: library tours and other thematic introduc-
tion (on request)

Accessible: yes

Anhalt University Library Anhalt, 
Dessau campus library

The university library is a central facility of Anhalt University of 
Applied Sciences (Hochschule Anhalt).

The three campus libraries in Köthen, Bernburg and Dessau 
offers access to more than 385,000 items, from specialist 
literature in print and journals to online resources. Online 
access to various specialist databases with more than 43,000 
e-books and 61,000 journal titles is available within our campus 
network. Modern software guarantees quick and user-friendly 
search facilities, irrespective of the location.

Most of the printed library resources is available in the open- 
access areas of our campus libraries, arranged according to a 
subject-based classification and call number. By searching for 
an item on the Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) you are 
also given its exact location. Volumes not indicated as non-len-
ding may be borrowed for four weeks. Journals may not be 
taken out.

Should the borrowed item be required for a longer period it may 
be renewed up to seven times. Lent items may be reserved.
Works not available in our collection may be ordered via inter-li-
brary loan. For more information see staff at the library coun-
ters or check our website.

The University Library is open to anyone. 

Contact
Anhalt University of Applied Sciences
University Library, Dessau campus library
Gropiusallee 34, ground floor, 06846 Dessau-Rosslau

Phone: +49 (0)340 – 5197 5688
Email: ausleihe.de@hs-anhalt.de
Internet: www.hs-anhalt.de/hochschulbibliothek

Opening times: *
Monday – Thursday: 9.30 – 19.00 hrs.
Friday: 9.30 – 15.00 hrs.*

* Please note changs in opening hours during  
   the semester break

ground 
floor 1st floor
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History
While located in Dessau, the Bauhaus enjoyed its heyday. 
A small library was set up in Dessau after the Bauhaus 
had opened in 1926. After only eight years, though, the 
Bauhaus had to close, bowing to pressure from the Nati-
onal Socialists, who were opposed to the entire Bauhaus 
concept. Following its closure in Dessau, Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe re-established the Bauhaus in Berlin, as a school 
and only managed to keep it open for a few more months. 
Some of its students and lecturers made the move to 
Berlin and so did the still rather small library collection. In 
1933, the Bauhaus was forced to close for good, following 
massive pressure from the new National Socialist govern-
ment. There is no record as to what happened to the library 
collection following the closure. Through the acquisition of 
private collections and estates, only a few individual copies 
could be saved and finally established in their original loca-
tion in Dessau.
On occasion of its 50th anniversary, the Bauhaus building 
was restored in 1976 and made use of as a scientific and 
cultural centre. The library reopened in its original location 
in the Bauhaus’s north wing on 4 December 1986, as part 
of the 60th anniversary celebrations. Closing the gaps in 
the collection is an ongoing project, which is being realized 
through acquisitions from antiquarians.
Anhalt University’s Dessau campus opened in 1993. The 
libraries of both Anhalt University and Bauhaus were 
housed in the Bauhaus building. As the campus’s number 
of students and the library’s collection continued to grow, 
the university library had to move to bigger premises in 
close-by Jahnstraße. A continuous extension of its collec-
tion made the Bauhaus library face similar problems in its 
traditional location, but searching for an alternative location 
took longer than expected. Although a closer cooperation 
between Bauhaus Foundation and Anhalt University started 
in 2003, it was not before 2005 that an administrative 
agreement settled the cooperation of both institutions’ 
libraries under the same roof. The then vacant former 'Kauf-
halle mit Tanzcafé' was chosen to house both libraries. As 
the building is right next to the Bauhaus and Campus area, 
it was regarded as an ideal choice and consequently refur-
bished for its new purposes. As part of the international 
building exhibition IBA Stadtumbau, both libraries opened 
their doors to the public in 2010. 
Different functions and aims of their two funding bodies 
have not stood in the way of establishing and furthering a 
variety of common functions in the two libraries. The fact 
that both collections complement each other bears witness 
to this.

LIBRARIES AT 
THE BAUHAUS
Anhalt University of Applied Sciences 
University Library 
Dessau campus library

Bauhaus Dessau Foundation  
Library



History
While located in Dessau, the Bauhaus enjoyed its heyday. 
A small library was set up in Dessau after the Bauhaus 
had opened in 1926. After only eight years, though, the 
Bauhaus had to close, bowing to pressure from the Nati-
onal Socialists, who were opposed to the entire Bauhaus 
concept. Following its closure in Dessau, Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe re-established the Bauhaus in Berlin, as a school 
and only managed to keep it open for a few more months. 
Some of its students and lecturers made the move to 
Berlin and so did the still rather small library collection. In 
1933, the Bauhaus was forced to close for good, following 
massive pressure from the new National Socialist govern-
ment. There is no record as to what happened to the library 
collection following the closure. Through the acquisition of 
private collections and estates, only a few individual copies 
could be saved and finally established in their original loca-
tion in Dessau.
On occasion of its 50th anniversary, the Bauhaus building 
was restored in 1976 and made use of as a scientific and 
cultural centre. The library reopened in its original location 
in the Bauhaus’s north wing on 4 December 1986, as part 
of the 60th anniversary celebrations. Closing the gaps in 
the collection is an ongoing project, which is being realized 
through acquisitions from antiquarians.
Anhalt University’s Dessau campus opened in 1993. The 
libraries of both Anhalt University and Bauhaus were 
housed in the Bauhaus building. As the campus’s number 
of students and the library’s collection continued to grow, 
the university library had to move to bigger premises in 
close-by Jahnstraße. A continuous extension of its collec-
tion made the Bauhaus library face similar problems in its 
traditional location, but searching for an alternative location 
took longer than expected. Although a closer cooperation 
between Bauhaus Foundation and Anhalt University started 
in 2003, it was not before 2005 that an administrative 
agreement settled the cooperation of both institutions’ 
libraries under the same roof. The then vacant former 'Kauf-
halle mit Tanzcafé' was chosen to house both libraries. As 
the building is right next to the Bauhaus and Campus area, 
it was regarded as an ideal choice and consequently refur-
bished for its new purposes. As part of the international 
building exhibition IBA Stadtumbau, both libraries opened 
their doors to the public in 2010. 
Different functions and aims of their two funding bodies 
have not stood in the way of establishing and furthering a 
variety of common functions in the two libraries. The fact 
that both collections complement each other bears witness 
to this.

LIBRARIES AT 
THE BAUHAUS
Anhalt University of Applied Sciences 
University Library 
Dessau campus library

Bauhaus Dessau Foundation  
Library



History
While located in Dessau, the Bauhaus enjoyed its heyday. 
A small library was set up in Dessau after the Bauhaus 
had opened in 1926. After only eight years, though, the 
Bauhaus had to close, bowing to pressure from the Nati-
onal Socialists, who were opposed to the entire Bauhaus 
concept. Following its closure in Dessau, Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe re-established the Bauhaus in Berlin, as a school 
and only managed to keep it open for a few more months. 
Some of its students and lecturers made the move to 
Berlin and so did the still rather small library collection. In 
1933, the Bauhaus was forced to close for good, following 
massive pressure from the new National Socialist govern-
ment. There is no record as to what happened to the library 
collection following the closure. Through the acquisition of 
private collections and estates, only a few individual copies 
could be saved and finally established in their original loca-
tion in Dessau.
On occasion of its 50th anniversary, the Bauhaus building 
was restored in 1976 and made use of as a scientific and 
cultural centre. The library reopened in its original location 
in the Bauhaus’s north wing on 4 December 1986, as part 
of the 60th anniversary celebrations. Closing the gaps in 
the collection is an ongoing project, which is being realized 
through acquisitions from antiquarians.
Anhalt University’s Dessau campus opened in 1993. The 
libraries of both Anhalt University and Bauhaus were 
housed in the Bauhaus building. As the campus’s number 
of students and the library’s collection continued to grow, 
the university library had to move to bigger premises in 
close-by Jahnstraße. A continuous extension of its collec-
tion made the Bauhaus library face similar problems in its 
traditional location, but searching for an alternative location 
took longer than expected. Although a closer cooperation 
between Bauhaus Foundation and Anhalt University started 
in 2003, it was not before 2005 that an administrative 
agreement settled the cooperation of both institutions’ 
libraries under the same roof. The then vacant former 'Kauf-
halle mit Tanzcafé' was chosen to house both libraries. As 
the building is right next to the Bauhaus and Campus area, 
it was regarded as an ideal choice and consequently refur-
bished for its new purposes. As part of the international 
building exhibition IBA Stadtumbau, both libraries opened 
their doors to the public in 2010. 
Different functions and aims of their two funding bodies 
have not stood in the way of establishing and furthering a 
variety of common functions in the two libraries. The fact 
that both collections complement each other bears witness 
to this.

LIBRARIES AT 
THE BAUHAUS
Anhalt University of Applied Sciences 
University Library 
Dessau campus library

Bauhaus Dessau Foundation  
Library


