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im Wald
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Focus area 1   1:100   Clearing in the forest & lounge area by the pond

Section view 1   1:100   Clearing in the forest & lounge area by the pond

VinziRast im Wald transforms an old luxury hotel near Vienna 
into a thriving home and cooperative community for formerly 
homeless people. The project integrates cultivation areas, com-
munity spaces and housing, aiming for self-sufficiency through 
the sale of produce, catering and room rentals. 

Situated like a clearing in the forest, the site lacked a strong 
visual identity. Inspired by a natural process called succession, 
the new design invites the forest back into the site, creating a 
dynamic landscape where nature and community thrive toge-
ther. The result is a rich and evolving environment with inviting 
spaces for residents and visitors to connect, relax and enjoy the 
people, nature and culinary delights of VinziRast.

Nestled in the forest, a wooden deck offers a calm space for 
relaxation, yoga or quiet reflection. Nearby, a pondside lounge 
with pergolas, cozy seating and a fireplace invites gatherings, 
shared meals and fireside chats.

The quality of the large terrace will be enhanced with seating 
and shaded pergolas. Just below the terrace, within sight and 
earshot, is the newly designed ‚Fruit Grove‘. This area features a 
natural play area for children and several wooden decks to relax. 

Succession on all scales

1   Soft edge formation through succession 3   Design translation of the natural vertical layering 
into spatially defining open space elements

2 Vertical layering of vegetation 
in the transition from forest to open space

Focus area 2   1:100   Fruit grove & terrace

Section view 2   1:100   Fruit grove & terrace
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Site plan 1:250 
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