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Disclaimer

Please note: 

The Information provided in this presentation DOES NOT 

represent official legal advice. It is JUST an orientation guide. It 

therefore has no binding legal character. For all official and 

individual details regarding residence permits consult the 

responsible foreigners office (Ausländerbehörde). 
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The Residence Permit Acc. to § 4 AufenthG

 Family Reunification (§ 27ff AufenthG)

 For Educational Purposes (§§ 16b AufenthG)

 Gainful Employment

 Employed (particularly. §§ 18b, „Blaue Karte-EU)
 Self-employed (§ 21 AufenthG)

 Humanitarian purposes (§§ 23 ff AufenthG)

There are different types (reasons) of residence permits in Germany: 

Your current status

Your aspired status                     
after graduation
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How to get Here- The Process as an Incoming Student

Application for a 
student entry-

visa 

 At local embassy in 
home country

 Letter of admission
as proof (no finalized
enrolment needed) 

 Plan ahead! 
(Appointments can
take a long time-
might collide with
semester start)

 Talk to your course
coordinators if and 
how late you are
allowed to join the
semester

Arrival in 
Germany

 Entry visa usually valid  
3 to 6 months

 Book an appointment at 
the city registration
(possibly online in 
advance, long waiting
period!!) 

 Open a bank account
and set up your blocked
account

 Finalize your enrolment
by uploading your health
insurance info into the
SSC-portal (unless your
insurance participates in 
the automated reporting
system) 

 Work is not permitted
with entry visa unless
it is specifically
mentioned

Visa Extension 
(Obtaining full 
student visa 

§16b )

 Provide the application form including the required
documents (see check list): usually: registration
confirmation,„Wohnraumbescheinigung“, enrolment
certificate, proof of health insurance, passport copy, 
1 biometric picture

 Proof of financial means a) blocked account
11208€/y from October 2022 b) Scholarship
c) „Verpflichtungserklärung“ (declaration of
obligation) of a German citizen or permanent 
resident 

Fiktions-
bescheinigung

(fictional 
certificate) 

 Used by foreigners office
if they can‘t process your
redience permit card yet

 Your current visa remains
valid

 You cannot travel outside               
of Germany with it

Depending on how

fast you can obtain
a visa appointment

6 to
8 w

eeks
priorto

expiration
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Your Options After Studies 

You have successfully completed your studies- Now What? 

There are 3 basic options available: 

Residence Permit for the job search
§20 Abs.3/1 AuftenthG1.

Residence Permit for Self-Employment
§21 AuftenthG2.

Residence Permit for Continued Education 
(PhD) Extension acc. to §163.
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Option 1: Residence Permit for the Search for an 
Adequate Gainful Employment §20 Abs. 3/1 

 You have the possibility to apply for an 18-month residence permit 
at the foreigners office. It has to be applied for immediately after 
your exmatriculation. It allows you to search for a job that 
matches your qualification (the 18 months count starting from 
your day of exmatriculation) 

 During the 18-month period you may accept any minor type of 
employment to secure your financial means to search for a 
permanent job

 You may skip this step if you are able to prove an employment 
position before your graduation 

 You are eligible to apply for the residence permit as soon as you 
have passed your final university exam (= Master Thesis defense)

The moment you
are de-registered 

from university your
student status is
rendered invalid. 

Any remaining time 
on your student

visa is lost. 
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Option 1: Residence Permit for the Search for an 
Adequate Gainful Employment 

Requirements:

 Passport/residence permit ID

 Your graduation certificate  
Alternatively: proof of successful 
completion of studies 

 Proof of health insurance

 Proof of financial means to support 
your living (bank statements, 
scholarship grants, employment 
contract of side job)

 Alternatively: 3rd party security 
pledge (a 3rd person vows to settle 
costs of living e.g. parents)

After 18 months you have to provide a proof of employment 
corresponding with your qualification, or leave the country
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Option 1.1: Work Residence Permit

You have found an employment position matching your qualifications:

To continue your stay in Germany 
you have 2 options available:

Residence Permit
§18b/1 AuftenthG1.

EU-Blue Card 
§18b/2 AuftenthG2.
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Option 1.1: Work Residence Permit

Residence Permit vs. EU-Blue Card

 Both have advantages and disadvantages

 Particularly, if you have an interest in moving to/working in a 
different EU-state later on, the Blue Card has an advantage 
over the residence permit for Germany 

 Both are initially temporary, can however be extended 
effortlessly by providing a proof of employment 

2 years after receiving the residence permit/EU-Blue Card you are 
eligible to apply for a permanent residence permit (indefinite). 

Requirements: Employment within Germany, 24 months of contributions 
to the social security system (pension), not dependent on social security
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Advantages of the Blue Card EU

 You are allowed to stay in EU-member states for 90 days 
without a visa. (Except UK, Ireland, Denmark) 

 Possible stays in 3rd –countries outside of 
the EU up to 12 months 

 Another advantage is that for natural scientists, 
mathematicians, engineers, physicians and IT-experts, 
who have a German degree, the EU Blue Card can be issued 
without consultation from the „Bundesagentur für Arbeit“. 
The same is valid for other professions with foreign degrees. 

 Lower income thresholds for „highly-demanded professions“ 
are in place. 

Option 1.2: The EU-Blue Card

Requires 33 
months of 

social security 
contributions 
to be eligible 

for permanent 
residency
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Work Permit vs. Blue Card- Minimum Income

Residence Permit EU „Blue Card“ 

 Minimum annual income depends on 
regional differences and average of that
profession ~ 45.000 € = 3750€/month
(gross!!)

 Minimum Annual Income: 56400 € = 4700 
€ /month (gross!!)

 No distinction between categories of
professions

 For highly demanded professions: 43992€ 
= 3666€/month (gross!!)

 The foreigners office in collaboration with
the „Agentur für Arbeit“ (employment
office) checks whether someone with
priority is available to do that job (German 
citizens, EU-citizens, people with
permanent residency)

 Without „Vorrangprüfung“ („Priority
Chek“)
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Option 2: Residence Permit for Self-Employment 
§21 AuftenthG

 Self-Employment in relation to qualification of studies

 Business registration at the trade office 

 Secured financing

 Economic relevance + regional need/demand

 Positive economic implications

Requirements:

Discretionary 
decision  + 
protracted 

process

After 3 years you 
are eligible to apply 

for a permanent 
residence permit 
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Option 3: Residence Permit for Continued 
Education (PhD) 

 Continued education (PhD) represents an extension of your current 
residence permit according to §16

 Your current status is extended to complete a PhD following your 
graduate education

 Proof of enrolment at a (full-)university (Universities of applied 
sciences do not have the right to issue PhDs)

 Proof of health insurance

 Proof of financial means to support your living

Requirements:
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 Proof of employment corresponding with professional qualification 

 8-year residency with residence permit (Reduction possible. E.g. 
6 years with a German university degree)

 Proof of German language (minimum level „B 1“)

 Knowledge about German law- and society-structures. Citizenship-test: 17 
out of 33 correct answers  Exceptions: German school-, professional- or 
university-degree

 Criminal background?- No felonies 

 Income- You are able to support your personal and your family‘s living 
without relying on social benefits (Hartz IV) 

Option 4: Receiving German Citizenship
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Residence Permit - Summary

18 M

Residency for 
educational 
purposes 

§16b

Permanent Residence 
Permit

German 
Citizenship

Residency 
for Self-

Employment 
§21

Residency for 
continued 

education §16b

Residency 
Job Search 

§20

Work 
Residency 

§18

Residence 
Permit §18b/1

EU Blue Card 
§18b/2

3 Y

8 Y

2 Y
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Particularly Important in German Companies 

 Mention visa status in application (important for work permit)

 If you are a prospective candidate, the company supports you in the 
organisation of your visa

 Start finding a position early on, before the 18 months period expires

Residence Permit - Summary
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Watch Video: Visa Options After Studies

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MHSLAQ84Z8

Visa Options for your Future

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MHSLAQ84Z8
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